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Appellants Karen (Abraham) GreyEyes, Cecelia (Abraham) Waanatan, Curtis Abraham,
and Carole (Abraham) Thunder apparently seek review of a May 13, 1992, decision of the
Aberdeen Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs (Area Director; BIA), awarding leases on
allotments DLS-237 and DLS-874, in which appellants each own an undivided interest, to a
person other than the person with whom appellants had negotiated a lease.  The allotments are
located on the Fort Totten Indian Reservation, in North Dakota.

The Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received appellants' notice of appeal on June 29,
1992.  The notice was postmarked June 24, 1992.  By letter dated June 30, 1992, the Area
Director transmitted to the Board a copy of appellants' notice of appeal.  The Area Director
identified the decision he believed appellants were appealing, and included a copy of the decision
and of the return receipt card showing that appellant GreyEyes received her copy of the decision
on May 16, 1992.  The Area Director stated his belief that the appeal was not timely filed.

From the information submitted by the Area Director, the Board agrees that this appeal
is untimely.  The Area Director's May 13, 1992, decision correctly informed appellants that a
notice of appeal must be filed within 30 days from receipt of the decision.  43 CFR 4.332(a).  The
date of filing a notice of appeal is the date of postmark.  43 CFR 4.310(a).  Based upon the date
of receipt, appellants' notice of appeal needed to be postmarked on or before June 15, 1992.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, this appeal from the Aberdeen Area Director's May 13,
1992, decision is docketed and dismissed.
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